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Many school systems remain "fundamentally separate and unequal," U.S. Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan said Friday, with 23 states spending more per pupil in affluent school districts than they do in 
high-poverty districts. Pennsylvania has the worst funding disparities between low-income and high-
income schools. The state's poorest school districts receive 33 percent less state and local funding than the 
richest schools. This inequality is currently the subject of a lawsuit brought by a group of school districts 
and parents. 
"The problem you have in Pennsylvania is not atypical of the problems you have in many states, which is a 
reluctance to raise enough revenues to send to the districts," Michael Churchill, a lawyer representing the 
plaintiffs, told The Huffington Post. "The revenues they do send, they send in a progressive manner -- they 
just don’t send enough to overcome the huge differences in wealth in the districts," said Churchill. 
Churchill noted that Pennsylvania relies heavily on local property taxes for school district funding, 
meaning that wealthier areas, with a larger tax base, have more money.  3/13	
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